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conscience, and I seek to act without any thought of the applause of the world. In consideration of all this I confess myself greatly surprised that you, Herr Geheimer Rat, decide to leave me now, at the very moment when you yourself must, and certainly do, feel how much I need you. Consider how strange it must seem to me that, instead of taking pleasure in giving a capable young man, like the oft-mentioned Goethe, the benefit of the experience you have gained in twenty-two years of faithful service, you prefer to leave my service in a way insulting alike to Doctor Goethe and, I cannot deny it, to me. For it is as if it were a disgrace for you to sit in a collegium with one whom I, as you know, consider my friend, and who has never given occasion to be despised, has rather merited the love of all upright men." At the end the Duke remarks: " You are your own lord and master and may do what you like; I should consider it an injustice to curtail the liberties of anybody whomsoever in such important events of his life, but how I wish you might come to a different decision!"
Thus Karl August does not even now sever the bond which unites him to Fritsch. He gives the minister, in flattering form, a chance to retract. But Fritsch remains immovable. In another letter of the following day he emphasises the fact that it was far from his intention to offend the Duke, but asserts that he cannot change his decision.
Accordingly, there seemed to be no prospect of retaining the minister. The Duke could make no further advances without humiliating himself, and Goethe was neither able nor willing to retire; not merely because his resignation would have done no good, but he was most firmly convinced that it would have brought unspeakable harm to the duchy. Who else was able to harness the volcanic powers of the Duke and make them a source of blessing? As a last resort, the Duchess Dowager was implored to intervene. She stood equally close to Fritsch and to Goethe. Fritsch had been her confidential adviser for fourteen years and they had laboured together in perfect harmony. On the other hand, the penetrating eye of the Princess had quickly